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Policy for Handling Funerals

of

Non-Members at Providence Park Baptist Church

Based upon the following references from the Constitution of Providence Park Baptist Church, that is,

the Preamble, which reads:

Whereas, we, a body of believers in Jesus Christ, organized for the purpose of spreading the Gospel of the LORD our GOD and Savior as taught by Jesus of Nazareth, His Son..;

Article II - Purpose, which reads:

The purpose of this church shall be to promote the advancement of the Kingdom of GOD as set forth in the Holy Bible and taught by Jesus of Nazareth. It shall seek to attain this end through  maintenance of public worship of GOD, preaching of the Gospel, consistent Christian living by its members, personal evangelism, missionary endeavor, and Christian education;

Article III - Covenant Statement, portions which read:

...to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintance...;

...to participate in each other’s joys, and with tender sympathy bear one another’s burdens and sorrows; 

We share this worship as a witness to our promise of prayerful concern for this communion. We covenant with one another that in daily duties and persistent practice we will seek the well-being of the other one for whom Christ also died. We willingly bind ourselves to the obligations of continuing fellowship;

Article VII - Offices:

Sec. 6. b. (iii) - Tasks of the Pastor, which reads: 

Assistance of the members of the congregation in understanding how GOD is working in their lives, individually, that is, enabling of them in articulating/perceiving the divine presence;

Sec. 6. c. (iv) - Duties of the Pastor, which reads: 

Performance of pastoral visitation and counsel with those in need;

Sec. 2. b. (ii) - Specific Duties of Officers, which reads: 

...work with the other officers at all times;

Article VIII - The Church Business Meetings & Quorum, Section 6. b. (ii) - The Rules, which reads: 

The church business shall...follow the Biblical Procedure as set forth from interpretation, and implementation of the principles of love, of the Holy Bible;
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Article XII - The Authority, which reads:

The Holy Bible is the supreme authority and guide for this church, whose interpretation and application is mandatory for all policy and practice of this congregation; 

and using for examples Matthew 25:31-46; John 11:1-44 (especially vv. 3, 21-27); Romans 12:15; and Romans 14:7-9;

the following policy for holding funerals for non-members at Providence Park Baptist Church is proposed:

On a case by case basis, following the referenced portions of the Constitution of Providence Park Baptist Church including the Holy Bible, and as determined by the Pastor and the Executive Board, a non-member of Providence Park Baptist Church who is closely related to (i. e., the spouse, of the immediate family, or presently or previously under the direct guardianship of) a member in good standing of Providence Park Baptist Church may be eulogized at Providence Park Baptist Church in an effort to minister to the bereaved among our congregation, leaving the final judgment of the deceased and eulogized in the hands of the LORD GOD Almighty.
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