Sanctuary Etiquette

1. Enter the sanctuary reverently, speaking only with a subdued voice. 
2. Move into the pew away from the aisle, and thereby permit others who come after you easy access to the pew. Try not to insist on an aisle seat unless it is necessary. 

3. Upon entering the pew, bow in prayer for a few moments, lifting up the minister, the congregation, and the church and asking the LORD for His presence in your life and the lives of all His people. Remain in silence, refraining from conversation throughout the service.
4. Prepare yourself for worship during the Prelude by reading from the Bible or the hymnal or by using the organ music for meditation. 
5. When the service begins, participate in the singing of the hymns, the praying of the prayers, and the following of the Scripture that is read. In praying, particularly if you are not leading the prayer, follow the words of the pray-er, even repeating them as your own, and try to sense what is being said to the LORD.
6. Share the hymnal and the Bible with others in the pew, as opportunity permits, and thereby seek to facilitate the corporate dimension of worship.
7. Do not leave the sanctuary unless it is absolutely necessary (and if you must do so, be as discreet as possible), especially during the moments of ministry (for example, the Anthem, the Spiritual, the Hymn of Dedication, the Hymn of Invitation, the Prayer, the Sermon, etc.). This may disturb others who are worshipping or who may be contemplating some decision for the LORD. Also, do not leave before the Benediction. It is the WORD from the LORD through the service, particularly from the teaching, and the announcement of the blessing from the LORD in the Benediction, for which you supposedly came to service. Third, do not leave before the Postlude. This is the time for you to pray for GOD’s continuing mercy upon His people and to adjust yourself before leaving by meditating upon how you may better serve or what you may do differently for, the LORD.
8. Greet all worshippers, making them feel welcome in the Household of the LORD our GOD.
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